EMYA Football Code of Conduct

Youth Sports Programs in our County Parks play an important role in the physical and social development of our children.  It is essential for parents, coaches, spectators, volunteers, and officials to encourage good sportsmanship in our children.  Furthermore, parents, coaches, spectators, volunteers, and officials should be models of good sportsmanship and should lead by example by demonstrating fairness, respect, and self control.  

Here is a quick “joke” that will hopefully bring home the point:
A mother was making a breakfast of fried eggs for her son. Suddenly the boy bursts into the kitchen.

"Careful! Careful! Put in some more butter! Oh my goodness! You're cooking too many at once. TOO MANY! Turn them! TURN THEM NOW! We need more butter. Oh my! WHERE are we going to get MORE BUTTER? They're going to STICK! Careful!... CAREFUL! I said CAREFUL! You NEVER listen to me when you're cooking! Never! Turn them! Hurry up! Are you crazy? Have you lost your mind? Don't forget to salt them. You know you always forget to salt them. Use the salt. USE THE SALT! THE SALT!"

The mother stared at him. "What's wrong with you? You think I don't now how to fry a couple of eggs?"

The son calmly replied, "I just wanted to show you what it feels like when I'm trying to play football."
COACHES
Let the coaches do the coaching.  We have qualified and trained coaches on the field.  Any issues involving a coach should be brought to the attention of the Director of Football.  It is not permissible to approach a coach while he is on the field coaching - either during practice or a game.  Talk to him before or after practice, not during.  It is not acceptable to yell at a coach, he is a volunteer who is taking a considerable amount of time both during and off season to bring a positive experience and education for your child.  

EQUIPMENT - TREATMENT OF AND RESPONSIBILITY

Football equipment is expensive.  A helmet cost $110 to purchase and maintain; shoulder pads are $45; game pants and pads are $25.  It is your and your child’s responsibility to both maintain and return the equipment to EMYA.  If equipment is not returned or is damaged you will be responsible for the full replacement cost of that item.   No equipment should be thrown on the ground or sat on.  Keep the helmet and pads clean and dry in a well conditioned room.  Wipe them down after use.  Wash the pants (without the pads) and do not dry on high heat.    
PRACTICES - COMMITMENT TO BEING THERE AND ON TIME

Practices are long and frequent.  Practices are crucial for more than just winning games.  Football is a both a physical and mental sport.  Your child will be learning plays and learning to control his body both with and without a full set of pads on.  His teammate will learn to rely on the fact that your child understands the plays, will make his block and will be able to run down the field.  If your child does not attend practices then he is putting both himself and his teammates at a disadvantage and possibly at risk.    It is not acceptable for a child to miss multiple practices during a season.  Football requires commitment from August until November.  
We ask all adults and children entering our parks to pledge to be responsible for their words and actions when participating in Youth Sports Programs and to conform to the following Code of Conduct:

1. I will not engage in unsportsmanlike conduct with any volunteer, player, or any other attendee.

2. I will not engage in any activities that may endanger the health and well being of any volunteer, player, or other attendee.

3. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to engage in unsportsmanlike conduct.

4. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to engage in activities that may endanger the health and well being of any volunteer, player, or other attendee.

5. I will not use drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products while at a youth sports event and will not attend, coach, officiate, or participate in a youth sports event under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

6. I will not engage in the use of profanity or any other offensive language.

7. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to use profanity or any other offensive language.

8. I will encourage my child, and any other person in the park, to treat the volunteers and attendees of the park with respect.

9. I will not engage in verbal or physical threats or abuse aimed at any coach, parent, player, participant, official, or attendee.

10. I will not openly criticize any coach, parent, player, participant, official, or park official. 

Anyone failing to conform to the above listed codes while attending, coaching, officiating, or participating in the youth programs provided will be subject to disciplinary action, including, but not limited to the following:
1. Verbal warning issued by the league, EMYA Board, or County Officials.

2. Written warning issued by the league, EMYA Board, or County Officials.

3. Suspension or immediate ejection from the youth sports event issued by the league, EMYA Board, or designated County Official.

4. Suspension from multiple youth sports programs by the league, EMYA Board, or designated County Official.

5. Season or multiple season suspension from youth sporting events in any park by the league, EMYA Board, or designated County Official. 
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